but, while we admit it is lowly born, we claim, also, that it belongs to a noble family. Surgery had its birth in the barber's shop, and the practice of medicine was, in its earliest age, the business of slaves. Our profession is only a younger child of the same lineage, and is already sturdily asserting its relationship in usefulness and honor.
If it was but the other day our department rose out of empiricism into the fair proportions of a regular science, the rapidity of its improvement has already achieved for it the honors of a maturer age. It is curiously true, that every useful art, and every practical science which serves and adorns our actual existence, is, in its main features, of very modern growth.
Chemistry and Geology have scarcely yet reached the ordinary length of a human life, and there is but little actually extant in any branch of the healing art, of a much older date; indeed, the arts and sciences which cover the whole domain of physical nature, and the inductive method of philosophy by which they are now cultivated, and destined to be ultimately perfected, have made their most considerable achievements quite within the memory of living men.
The honors of antiquity are therefore hardly worth disputing about, among the physical sciences; and the credit of the respective claimants will be better settled by their actual attainments, and energy of progress.
Twenty years ago Dentistry was practised as a secret art; its disciples evinced great exclusiveness, and carefully hid from each other the methods by which they attained, or thought they attained, any individual superiority. The Let us unite in a mutual pledge of fidelity to the trust, the duty and the hope.
